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Andhra. The above fact shows that Virasaivism existed in this region. This is supported by the pre-
sence of Kalabhairava temple locally called asJJayyanna gudi at Dibbapalem, 2 Ions, away from the site.
Virasaivism was limited to the Aradkyas among Brahmins and the Jangamas and some sections of
weavers and Balijas. Even now Jangama community existing in this region is performing j&#;<2 in the
Someswara temple at Appikonda, which is 8 kms. away from the site. These facts also confirm that
Virasaivism flourished in this region.
Virasaivism swept over the South during the 11th to 13th centuries A.D. Basavesvara of Karnatafca
(A.D. 1167) and Mallikarjuaa Panditaradhya of Andhra (A.D. 1100-1168) were the chief exponents of
Virasaivism. The word Virasaivism is explained 5n different ways. One meaning of the word is "saivism
of stalwart " who show towards Siva exclusive devotion, manifesting at times in acts of great heroism. The
rise of special classes of devotees known as Virabkadras, Mcdlarabkaias and Viramustis is attributed to
Virasaivism. Those devotees indulged in fierce practices including head-offering with the object of gaining
instant Siva sayujya. Such acts involving great courage are believed to have inspired admiration for the
Bhaktas as mrakals were erected in their memory. The heroes were gradually deified and worshipped in
temples. Virasaivism gave equal rights to female and male devotees. This is proved by the presence of
images of the female devotees amorg male devotees.
We rarely come across the word Virasaiva either in inscriptions or in literature of Andhradesa.
Only literary works like Sivatatwasaram of Mallikarjuna Panditaradhya and Basauapurana and
Panditaradhyd^Charitra of Somanatha refer to Virasaivism. Virasaivism can be said to be prevalent
by 1167 A.D. in Andhra and Kamataka.
According to an inscription found at Someswara temple at Appikonda, the western Ghalukyan king
Someswaia-IlI, in A.D. 1131 invaded the Kalinga region and succeeded in establishing his rule in this
region. He appointed Machayya as commander-in-chief of the region, who later donated the village o*
Appikonda to Lord Someswara for the maintenance of worship. During the Western Ghalukyan region,
the militant Saivas were very active. It may therefore, be concluded that the Veerasaiva cult flourished
in this region during 12th century A.D. and the above sculptures belong to the first half of the
12th century A.D. Further excavation at the site may reveal more information,
4.   Minor Excavations  at Chitrangi Palace, Rajahmundry
While digging for foundations to construct a retaining wall in the premises of Chitrangi palace.
Railway Officers' Rest House at Rajahmundry, some pillars of a temple mandapam were found. On a
careful study of the site and the pillars, it was felt that detailed archaeological excavations might revea*
ancient structures at this place. Earlier, at the site a big closed stone gate was noticed, while
digging, and the Railway authorities found five fine sculptures datable to medieval period, A tradition i&
Rajahmundry says that, a big palace was constructed here by Veerabhadra Reddi called Trailokya Vijaya?
to which the famous poet Srinatha makes a reference in his illustrious work Kasikhcffida. This was a
literary meeting place.
Basing on this tradition and the discovery of sculptures, pillars and a gateway of considerable
dimensions, the Department has undertaken archaeological excavations at the site. In all, five trenches
were laid, but natural soil could not be reached as the mound is very deep. The details are provided
below trenchwise.